Acquired Epidermodysplasia Verruciformis and Its Relationship to Immunosuppressive Therapy: Report of a Case and Review of the Literature.
Epidermodysplasia verruciformis (EV) is a rare inherited dermatosis characterized by increased susceptibility to human papilloma virus infection. Acquired EV occurs in patients with compromised cell-mediated immunity, such as patients with HIV and transplant recipients. Optimal management of acquired EV has not yet been established, as cases are rare and are due to a variety of underlying conditions. Additionally, no distinctions have been made between different immunosuppressive medications and their respective link to EV. We report a patient with systemic lupus erythematosus who developed EV while on azathioprine and prednisone. The patient's lesions resolved completely after she was switched from azathioprine to mycophenolate mofetil. Her lesions recurred when her immunosuppressive regimen was again changed from mycophenolate mofetil to methotrexate. A review of the literature revealed azathioprine to be related to other cases of acquired EV. This case indicates a possible link between specific immunosuppressive drugs and the development of EV, allowing for new EV treatment considerations. In this case and previous cases, azathioprine is indicated as being particularly linked with the development of EV, while mycophenolate mofetil may be an immunosuppressive option that is less likely to induce EV in patients predisposed to this condition. J Drugs Dermatol. 2017;16(7):701-704.